
Session 4: “How FIATA’s and UIC’s global network bring tangible solutions 
to business challenges in the region”

• Discussion of digitalisation of transport documents, such as the 

FIATA bill of lading

• FIATA work regarding the UNCITRAL negotiable transport 

document.

• UIC projects in the region.



FIATA documents: From paper to data

More than 50 years ago FIATA started to establish standard transport 
documents to harmonize documents and forms used by freight 
forwarders. Today FIATA is leading with the digitalisation of its standard 
transport documents. 

Negotiable FIATA Multimodal 
Transport Bill of Lading (FMBL)

FIATA Forwarders 
Certificate of 
Receipt (FCR)

FIATA Warehouse 
Receipt (FWR)

Non-negotiable
FIATA Multimodal 
Transport Waybill
(FWB)



Digitalisation and corridor development: optimising 
performance and efficiency

• Development of the Digital FIATA multimodal bill of lading (Digital FBL) and eFBL 
Standard

• Reinforcing the integrity and trustworthiness of this crucial industry document (liability 
insurance requirements, possibility for tracking and verification by stakeholders)

• Unleashing global connectivity and interoperability – pilots initiated in Autumn 2022 
with Carriers, Customs, Trade finance banks using blockchain technology 

• Working to facilitate greater international legal recognition of multimodal transport 
documents and paperless trade 

Save $6.5 B
in 
documentation 
costs

Enable $7 B
in gains by reducing 
inventory and 
financing costs

Unlock $30-40 B 
in trade growth by reducing 
trade friction 

Save 

28,000
trees



The Global Voice of Logistics as a key driver in corridor 
efficiency

Fostering swifter border clearance

• Providing industry recommendations to customs through the WCO and 
WCO-PSCG on the effective development and implementation of trade 
facilitation measures e.g. AEO, digitalisation

• Fostering industry best practices and ensuring appropriate risk
management systems (e.g. dangerous goods, CTU code)

Conducting capacity-building and boosting skilled logistics manpower

• Empowering industry talent by offering recognised industry courses e.g. the 
FIATA diploma (the only globally-recognised vocational training certificate 
for logistics)

• Raising the next generation of industry talent through the FIATA Young 
Logistics Professionals award



Harnessing FIATA’s global network to foster dialogue and 
international cooperation

• Developing expertise through FIATA institutes and bodies (e.g. WG Rail as 
part of the Multimodal Transport Institute)

• Providing industry expertise and recommendations at the 
intergovernmental level on industry needs and developments to support 
new corridors and modal shifts

• Fostering a platform for multi-stakeholder industry dialogue to share 
knowledge and best practices in collaboration with other industry bodies – 
e.g. on Latin American, Middle and Southern Corridors, and China-Europe 
routes

→ Join FIATA and be part of the conversation!



www.fiata.org

info@fiata.org

@fiatafederation

Thank you!

Any questions?



The 4th UIC study focuses on deriving UIC action 
plans for Central Asia and Middle East rail freight

Our work with UIC and objectives of this study

3rd UIC Study 
(2021)

Vibrant Silk Road 
Market

• Status and future of 
Eurasian rail traffic and 
volume forecast

• Focus corridors and 
identification of 
bottlenecks and needs 
for action

Today: Dynamic markets 
with untapped 

opportunities in Central 
Asia and Middle East

4th UIC Study 
(2022)

• Target state for Central Asia and Middle 
East rail freight networks and gap 
analysis

• Detailing of UIC action modules for rail 
freight development support in Central 
Asia and Middle East

Phase of rapid growth

2nd UIC Study 
(2017)

• Transparency on status 
of development and 
forecast with focus on 
northern route

• Performance evaluation 
of northern and southern 
routes

Beginning of Eurasian rail 
traffic

ICOMOD Study 
(2010)

• Market exploration

• Initial study on rail market 
potential between Europe 
and Asia





Thank you to our partners
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